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make it stronger. That is what I intend
to do while believing that our brightest
days are yet to come.

———

THE CHALLENGES FACING OUR
BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. TONY GONZALES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address the
Chamber for the first time in my serv-
ice to the 23rd District of Texas.

My path to Congress has been
marked by many obstacles. At age 18, I
left high school to join the Navy and
provide a path to success for my fam-
ily. As I embarked on a 20-year career
as a cryptologist, I deployed to Iraq
and Afghanistan and gained a deep un-
derstanding of the security issues that
currently affect our Nation.

Today, many of those issues are visi-
ble along our Southern border, espe-
cially within my district, which spans
over 800 miles between the U.S. and
Mexico border. The challenges facing
our district are compounded by the
minute, and it is imperative that Con-
gress take action.

Mr. Speaker, as I have made my way
around the district, I have seen first-
hand the men and women who are
doing the work. People like Sheriff
Martinez in Val Verde County, like
Sheriff Coe in Kinney County. We have
other sheriffs throughout. We have
Chief Guajardo in Eagle Pass and Chief
Rodriguez in Uvalde. We have Sheriff
Dodson. These are the men and women
on the ground every day doing the
work.

That is why I am proud to introduce
the Security First Act, to ensure our
borders are safe, resilient, and adaptive
to 21st century challenges. One of the
primary objectives to my bill is to au-
thorize an increase in grant funding for
Operation Stonegarden.

As a key pillar of our border security
framework, Operation Stonegarden
provides resources to local law enforce-
ment agencies involved in Customs and
Border Protection operations. By ena-
bling our sheriffs and police depart-
ments to collaborate with CBP and
United States Border Patrol, Operation
Stonegarden helps create a layered ap-
proach to border security and encour-
ages a joint collaboration across all
levels of Government. Operation
Stonegarden funds can be used to pur-
chase field equipment to enhance oper-
ational efficiencies.

The United States has long been a
leader in technology. So equipping our
boots on the ground with sophisticated
tools to do their job is exactly what is
needed. After speaking to countless law
enforcement agents in my district, it is
clear that more funding for this pro-
gram is needed. A surge at our South-
ern border is occurring.

The Security First Act proposes a 4-
year increase to current Stonegarden
funding levels and requires that all
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moneys seized from drug trafficking
activities at the Southern border be
funneled to the Stonegarden account.
By strengthening our ability to cope
with evolving security challenges, the
Security First Act helps protect the in-
tegrity of our Southern border.
———

HONORING DEBBIE MOSELEY ON
HER RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BABIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the services of Ms. Deborah
“Debbie’” Moseley, the executive direc-
tor of The Bridge Over Troubled Waters
in Pasadena, Texas. Commonly referred
to as ““The Bridge,” this organization
has assisted men, women, and children
affected by domestic and sexual vio-
lence or homelessness in southeastern
Harris County, Texas.

For 34 years, Debbie has served the
organization as an advocate in the field
of domestic and sexual violence. Debbie
began working as a volunteer at The
Bridge in 1986, alongside her mother
and grandmother. A year later, she
started working with The Bridge’s chil-
dren’s programs on Tuesday and Thurs-
day evenings. In 1988, Debbie began to
work full time at The Bridge as a resi-
dent advocate.

Over the years, she has held many
leadership positions in each of the dif-
ferent programs that The Bridge offers,
including shelter coordinator, resale
shop coordinator, nonresident director,
and advocacy director. In 2003, Debbie
was named the executive director and
has served in that role ever since.

Under Debbie’s 1leadership, The
Bridge connected with community
leaders and the community at large;
built a new location; and started Des-
tiny Village, a long-term housing pro-
gram for survivors of violence with dis-
abilities and children. In addition, she
has significantly increased The
Bridge’s share of funding granted by
the Victims of Crime Act to provide
critical support services to victims of
domestic violence.

Debbie is a licensed social worker
and has dedicated her life to commu-
nity and volunteer service. She serves
on the boards of numerous community
organizations, such as the Harris Coun-
ty Coordinating Council, the Texas
Council on Family Violence, the Harris
County Adult Fatality Review Team,
the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce,
the Pasadena Police Academy, and the
Bridges to Life prison ministry. She is
also active in the New Hope Church of
Pearland, the Pasadena Kiwanis, the
Bay Area Kiwanis, the Pasadena Ro-
tary, the Salvation Army, and the
Texas Invitational.

For her community and civic in-
volvement, Debbie has received numer-
ous recognitions, including the Gov-
ernor’s Victim Services Division Path-
finder Award in 2007; Debbie Moseley
Day in Pasadena, Texas; the Rotary
Club’s Paul Harris Fellow Award in
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2010; Rotary Director of the Year in
2016; and the Stella Trimble Commu-
nity Service Award in 2017.

In 1985, Debbie married the love of
her life, Tom Moseley. Debbie is the
mother of four children: John Miles of
Burleson, Texas; Aaron Miles, also of
Burleson; Derek Miles of League City;
and Staff Sergeant Josh Moseley, who
is stationed as a United States Marine
Corps recruiter in Arlington, Texas.
Debbie and Tom are the proud grand-
parents of eight grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
Debbie Moseley for her lifetime of dedi-
cated service to the survivors of domes-
tic and sexual violence, and I wish her
the very absolute best during her well-
deserved retirement.

———

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
BICENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate
the bicentennial celebration of the
founding of Montgomery County, Illi-
nois.

Montgomery County was formed Feb-
ruary 12, 1821, and named in honor of
Revolutionary War General Richard
Montgomery. Montgomery County has
a rich history, including being a friend
to Illinois’ favorite son, Abraham Lin-
coln, and providing a stretch of his-
toric Route 66.

Montgomery County continues to be
a vibrant community that supports
family, sports, fine arts, churches, and
numerous organizations for more than
30,000 residents that make up 20 mu-
nicipalities. I am proud to represent
Montgomery County and the many
people who make it a wonderful place
to live.

Congratulations to everyone in the
county on celebrating their bicenten-
nial.

THANK YOU TO DAVID A. NORTHERN, SR.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
David A. Northern, Sr., for his leader-
ship and service to the people of Cham-
paign County, Illinois.

I have had the privilege to work with
David through his role as the chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Housing Author-
ity of Champaign County, an organiza-
tion which provides housing and re-
lated services to the most vulnerable
populations in our community. He
oversaw various programs that pro-
vided housing opportunities and assist-
ance to over 13,000 citizens.

Under David’s leadership, the agency
launched numerous projects to develop
affordable housing, update existing
properties, and bolster support pro-
grams. David believes that the Housing
Authority’s mission is just as much
about transforming futures and putting
families on a path to economic self-suf-
ficiency as it is to just providing
homes. That vision and drive has
served him well.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-07-06T16:29:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




